
Chikako IKARUGI

Japan

History of Badminton
- How badminton had been 

internationalized since 1870s, 

and/or globalized-



Shuttlecock games in the World

in 1390

Since ancient times, 
There were  peculiar 
shuttlecock games  
in the world.
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Japanese 

shuttlecock 
game 
“ Hanetsuki”

『Under the window』
in 1878

Battledore 

Badminton House



Western & Chinese 
residents in Nagasaki 
around 18/19th centuries
（ Kobe City Museum ）
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Shuttlecock



Shuttlecock games introduced from 
Europe to Japan in 18th century

森島中良著『紅⽑雑話』（1787年）

written by Churyo Morishima
（1787）

柏原藩崇館M.Willson著

英語教科書“The First Reader”

written by M.  Willson
English textbook “The First Reader”
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Introduction of Badminton to Japan

In 1902 Mr. Asakura returned 
from Europe. He brought back 
shuttles and rackets made in 
Paris

YMCA in Nagoya built in 1924
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Play on the court inside
Naruto Sport Company

Women players at Naruto
Sport Company

The Laws of badminton 
translated by Naruto 
Sport Company（1934） 6

In 1933, Naruto Sport Company 
began manufacturing and 
selling badminton rackets , also 
translating the Laws of 
badminton and practicing on 
courts in the factory.



The Laws of BADMINTON
in JAPAN



The Laws of badminton by Tokichi Oka
(Naruto Sport）published March 3, 1934

（ not for sale）



Conforms to the 1939 Revised Laws of 
badminton of the IBF with handwritten additions

Published by Japan Badminton 
Association in April 5, 1949



Bamboo racket
（ 1950s ‒ 60s)
SANBATA（made in Japan）

Racket of Liem Swie King 
who won the tournament in Kobe, 
the predecessor of the 
Japan Open in 1981


